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1989—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 101–189 substituted ‘‘Sep-

tember 30, 1992’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1990’’. 
1987—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 100–180 substituted ‘‘Sep-

tember 30, 1990’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1987’’. 
1985—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 99–145, § 646(b)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘for a period of three years, or for a period of 

six years,’’ for ‘‘for a period of not less than three 

years’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–145, § 646(b)(2), designated ex-

isting provisions as par. (1), struck out ‘‘, except that 

the amount of such a bonus may not exceed $900 and 

shall be paid in equal annual increments’’, and added 

pars. (2) and (3). 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 99–145, § 1303(b)(3), substituted 

‘‘September 24, 1983’’ for ‘‘the date of the enactment of 

the Department of Defense Authorization Act, 1984’’. 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 99–145, § 646(c), designated existing 

provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 99–145, § 646(a), substituted ‘‘Sep-

tember 30, 1987’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1985’’. 
1984—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–525 inserted provision for 

payment in equal annual increments. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–160 effective as of Sept. 30, 

1993, and applicable with respect to an enlistment, re-

enlistment, or extension of an enlistment described in 

this section or section 308b, 308c, or 308i of this title oc-

curring on or after that date, see section 612(f) of Pub. 

L. 103–160, set out as a note under section 308b of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Section 646(d) of Pub. L. 99–145 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by this section [amending this sec-

tion and section 308g of this title] shall take effect on 

October 1, 1985.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1983, see section 1011(c) of 

Pub. L. 98–94, set out as a note under section 308g of 

this title. 

COVERAGE OF PERIOD OF LAPSED AUTHORITY 

For provisions relating to coverage of period of 

lapsed authority from Oct. 1, 1992, to Oct. 23, 1992, for 

payment of bonuses or other special pay under this sec-

tion, see section 612(j)(2) of Pub. L. 102–484, set out as 

a note under section 301b of this title. 

INDIVIDUAL READY RESERVE REENLISTMENT BONUSES 

Section 552(f)(1) of Pub. L. 98–525 provided that: ‘‘In 

order to encourage members of the Armed Forces 

whose military service obligation is expiring and who 

do not choose to reenlist or otherwise extend their 

service on active duty or in active elements of reserve 

components to remain in the Armed Forces as members 

of the Individual Ready Reserve, the Secretary of De-

fense shall consider making greater use of the author-

ity provided under section 308h of title 37, United 

States Code, to pay bonuses to persons reenlisting for 

periods of not less than three years in the Individual 

Ready Reserve.’’ 

COAST GUARD; RESERVE FORCES READINESS PROVISIONS 

INAPPLICABLE 

Reserve Forces Readiness provisions, including 

amendment of subsec. (b) of this section by Pub. L. 

98–525 and Individual Ready Reserve Reenlistment Bo-

nuses note above, inapplicable to Coast Guard, see sec-

tion 552(g) of Pub. L. 98–525, set out as a Reserve Forces 

Readiness note under section 12001 of Title 10, Armed 

Forces. 

§ 308i. Special pay: prior service enlistment 
bonus 

(a) AUTHORITY AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS.—(1) A person who is a former enlisted 

member of an armed force who enlists in the Se-
lected Reserve of the Ready Reserve of an armed 
force for a period of three or six years in a criti-
cal military skill designated for such a bonus by 
the Secretary concerned and who meets the re-
quirements of paragraph (2) may be paid a bonus 
as prescribed in subsection (b). 

(2) A bonus may only be paid under this sec-
tion to a person who— 

(A) has completed his military service obli-
gation but has less than 14 years of total mili-
tary service; 

(B) has received an honorable discharge at 
the conclusion of military service; 

(C) is not being released from active service 
for the purpose of enlistment in a reserve com-
ponent; 

(D) is projected to occupy a position as a 
member of the Selected Reserve in a specialty 
in which— 

(i) the person successfully served while a 
member on active duty; and 

(ii) the person attained a level of qualifica-
tion while a member on active duty com-
mensurate with the grade and years of serv-
ice of the member; and 

(E) has not previously been paid a bonus (ex-
cept under this section) for enlistment, reen-
listment, or extension of enlistment in a re-
serve component. 

(b) BONUS AMOUNTS; PAYMENT.—(1) The 
amount of a bonus under this section may not 
exceed— 

(A) $5,000, in the case of a person who enlists 
for a period of six years; 

(B) $2,500, in the case of a person who, having 
never received a bonus under this section, en-
lists for a period of three years; and 

(C) $2,000, in the case of a person who, having 
received a bonus under this section for a pre-
vious three-year enlistment, reenlists or ex-
tends the enlistment for an additional period 
of three years. 

(2) Any bonus payable under this section shall 
be disbursed in one initial payment of an 
amount not to exceed one-half of the total 
amount of the bonus and subsequent periodic 
partial payments of the balance of the bonus. 
The Secretary concerned shall prescribe the 
amount of each partial payment and the sched-
ule for making the partial payments. 

(c) CONDITION ON ELIGIBILITY; LIMITATION ON 
NUMBER OF BONUSES.—(1) To be eligible for a 
second bonus under this section in the amount 
specified in subsection (b)(1)(C), a person must— 

(A) enter into a reenlistment or extension of 
an enlistment for a period of three years not 
later than the date on which the enlistment 
for which the first bonus was paid would ex-
pire; and 

(B) still satisfy the eligibility requirements 
under subsection (a). 

(2) A person may not be paid more than one 
six-year bonus or two three-year bonuses under 
this section. 

(d) REPAYMENT OF BONUS.—(1) A person who 
receives a bonus payment under this section and 
who fails during the period for which the bonus 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘paragraph’’. 

was paid to serve satisfactorily in the element 
of the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve 
with respect to which the bonus was paid shall 
refund to the United States an amount that 
bears the same relation to the amount of the 
bonus paid to such person as the period that 
such person failed to serve satisfactorily bears 
to the total period for which the bonus was paid. 

(2) An obligation to reimburse the United 
States imposed under paragraph (1) is, for all 
purposes, a debt owed to the United States. 

(3) Under regulations prescribed pursuant to 
subsection (e), the Secretary concerned may 
remit or cancel the whole or any part of an obli-
gation to reimburse the United States imposed 
under paragraph (1). 

(4) A discharge in bankruptcy under title 11 
that is entered less than five years after the ter-
mination of an enlistment for which a bonus was 
paid under this section shall not discharge the 
person receiving such bonus payment from the 
debt arising under paragraph (1). This sub-
section 1 applies to any case commenced under 
title 11 after September 30, 1985. 

(e) REGULATIONS.—This section shall be admin-
istered under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense for the armed forces under his 
jurisdiction and by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation for the Coast Guard when the Coast 
Guard is not operating as a service in the Navy. 

(f) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—No bonus may 
be paid under this section to any person for an 
enlistment after December 31, 1999. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–145, title VI, § 644(a)(1), Nov. 8, 
1985, 99 Stat. 652; amended Pub. L. 100–26, 
§ 8(d)(4), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 Stat. 285; Pub. L. 
100–180, div. A, title VI, § 626(b), Dec. 4, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1104; Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title VI, § 613, 
Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1446; Pub. L. 102–25, title 
VII, § 702(b)(1), (c), Apr. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 117; Pub. 
L. 102–484, div. A, title VI, § 612(d), title XI, § 1136, 
Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2421, 2541; Pub. L. 103–160, 
div. A, title VI, § 612(e), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 
1680; Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title VI, § 611(e), Oct. 
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2783; Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title 
VI, § 611(e), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 359; Pub. L. 
104–201, div. A, title VI, § 611(g), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 
Stat. 2543; Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title VI, 
§§ 611(g), 622, Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1785, 1791; 
Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title VI, § 611(g), Oct. 17, 
1998, 112 Stat. 2038.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 105–261 substituted ‘‘Decem-

ber 31, 1999’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1999’’. 
1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(e)(1), inserted 

heading. 
Subsec. (a)(2)(A). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(a)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘14 years’’ for ‘‘10 years’’. 
Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(a)(2), struck out 

‘‘and’’ at end. 
Subsec. (a)(2)(D). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(a)(5), added sub-

par. (D). Former subpar. (D) redesignated (E). 
Subsec. (a)(2)(E). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(a)(3), (4), redes-

ignated subpar. (D) as (E) and inserted ‘‘(except under 

this section)’’ after ‘‘bonus’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(b), amended subsec. 

(b) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as 

follows: ‘‘The bonus to be paid under subsection (a) 

shall be— 

‘‘(1) an initial payment of— 

‘‘(A) an amount not to exceed $1,250, in the case 

of a member who enlists for a period of three years; 

or 

‘‘(B) an amount not to exceed $2,500, in the case 

of a member who enlists for a period of six years; 

and 

‘‘(2) a subsequent payment of an amount not to ex-

ceed $416.66 upon the completion of each year of the 

period of such reenlistment or extension of enlist-

ment during which such member has satisfactorily 

participated in unit training.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(c), amended subsec. 

(c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read as 

follows: ‘‘A member may not be paid more than one 

bonus under this section and may not be paid a bonus 

under this section unless the specialty associated with 

the position the member is projected to occupy is a spe-

cialty in which the member successfully served while 

on active duty and attained a level of qualification 

commensurate with the member’s grade and years of 

service.’’ 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(d)(1), (e)(2)(A), in-

serted heading, designated existing provisions as par. 

(1), and redesignated subsecs. (e), (f), and (g) as pars. (2), 

(3), and (4), respectively, of subsec. (d). 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(e)(2)(B), substituted 

‘‘paragraph (1)’’ for ‘‘subsection (d)’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(e)(2)(C), substituted 

‘‘subsection (e)’’ for ‘‘subsection (h)’’ and ‘‘paragraph 

(1)’’ for ‘‘subsection (d)’’. 

Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(e)(2)(B), substituted 

‘‘paragraph (1)’’ for ‘‘subsection (d)’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(e)(3), inserted head-

ing. 

Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(d)(2), redesignated subsec. (h) as 

(e). Former subsec. (e) redesignated subsec. (d)(2). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(e)(4), inserted heading. 

Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(d)(2), redesignated subsec. (i) as 

(f). Former subsec. (f) redesignated subsec. (d)(3). 

Pub. L. 105–85, § 611(g), amended subsec. (f), as redesig-

nated by Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(d)(2), by substituting 

‘‘September 30, 1999’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1998’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(d)(2), redesignated 

subsec. (g) as subsec. (d)(4). 

Subsecs. (h), (i). Pub. L. 105–85, § 622(d)(2), redesig-

nated subsecs. (h) and (i) as (e) and (f), respectively. 

1996—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 104–201 substituted ‘‘Septem-

ber 30, 1998’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1997’’. 

Pub. L. 104–106 substituted ‘‘September 30, 1997’’ for 

‘‘September 30, 1996’’. 

1994—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 103–337 substituted ‘‘Septem-

ber 30, 1996’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1995’’. 

1993—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 103–160 substituted ‘‘Septem-

ber 30, 1995’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1993’’. 

1992—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–484, § 1136, inserted be-

fore period at end ‘‘and may not be paid a bonus under 

this section unless the specialty associated with the po-

sition the member is projected to occupy is a specialty 

in which the member successfully served while on ac-

tive duty and attained a level of qualification commen-

surate with the member’s grade and years of service’’. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 102–484, § 612(d), substituted ‘‘Sep-

tember 30, 1993’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1992’’. 

1991—Subsecs. (e) to (g). Pub. L. 102–25 struck out ‘‘of 

this section’’ wherever appearing. 

1989—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 101–189 substituted ‘‘Septem-

ber 30, 1992’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1990’’. 

1987—Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 100–26 inserted a 

comma after ‘‘$2,500’’. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 100–180 substituted ‘‘September 30, 

1990’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1987’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–160 effective as of Sept. 30, 

1993, and applicable with respect to an enlistment, re-

enlistment, or extension of an enlistment described in 

this section or section 308b, 308c, or 308h of this title oc-
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curring on or after that date, see section 612(f) of Pub. 

L. 103–160, set out as a note under section 308b of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 644(b) of Pub. L. 99–145 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by subsection (a) [enacting this sec-

tion] shall take effect on October 1, 1985.’’ 

COVERAGE OF PERIOD OF LAPSED AUTHORITY 

For provisions relating to coverage of period of 

lapsed authority from Oct. 1, 1992, to Oct. 23, 1992, for 

payment of bonuses or other special pay under this sec-

tion, see section 612(j)(2) of Pub. L. 102–484, set out as 

a note under section 301b of this title. 

[§ 309. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–107, title IV, 
§ 404(a)(1), Nov. 9, 1979, 93 Stat. 808] 

Section, Pub. L. 87–649, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 468, re-

lated to authority of Secretary concerned to provide 

for additional pay for performance of administrative 

functions by officers of the National Guard and reserve 

components. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Section 404(b) of Pub. L. 96–107 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by this section [repealing this sec-

tion] shall apply only with respect to administrative 

functions performed after September 30, 1980.’’ 

§ 310. Special pay: duty subject to hostile fire or 
imminent danger 

(a) Under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, a member of a uniformed 
service may be paid special pay at the rate of 
$150 for any month in which he was entitled to 
basic pay and in which he— 

(1) was subject to hostile fire or explosion of 
hostile mines; 

(2) was on duty in an area in which he was 
in imminent danger of being exposed to hostile 
fire or explosion of hostile mines and in which, 
during the period he was on duty in that area, 
other members of the uniformed services were 
subject to hostile fire or explosion of hostile 
mines; 

(3) was killed, injured, or wounded by hostile 
fire, explosion of a hostile mine, or any other 
hostile action; or 

(4) was on duty in a foreign area in which he 
was subject to the threat of physical harm or 
imminent danger on the basis of civil insurrec-
tion, civil war, terrorism, or wartime condi-
tions. 

A member covered by clause (3) who is hospital-
ized for the treatment of his injury or wound 
may be paid special pay under this section for 
not more than three additional months during 
which he is so hospitalized. 

(b)(1) A member may not be paid more than 
one special pay under this section for any 
month. A member may be paid special pay under 
this section in addition to any other pay and al-
lowances to which he may be entitled. 

(2) A member of a reserve component who is 
eligible for special pay under this section for a 
month shall receive the full amount authorized 
in subsection (a) for that month regardless of 
the number of days during that month on which 
the member satisfies the eligibility criteria 
specified in such subsection. 

(c) Any determination of fact that is made in 
administering this section is conclusive. Such a 
determination may not be reviewed by any 
other officer or agency of the United States un-
less there has been fraud or gross negligence. 
However, the determination may be changed on 
the basis of new evidence or for other good 
cause. 

(Added Pub. L. 88–132, § 9(a)(1), Oct. 2, 1963, 77 
Stat. 216; amended Pub. L. 89–132, § 4, Aug. 21, 
1965, 79 Stat. 547; Pub. L. 98–94, title IX, § 905(a), 
(b)(1), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 636, 637; Pub. L. 
99–145, title VI, § 638(a), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 649; 
Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title XIII, § 1322(c)(6), 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1672; Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, 
title VI, §§ 611(a), 613, Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1376, 
1377; Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title VI, § 621, Oct. 
17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2042.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–261 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

1991—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–190 substituted ‘‘Under’’ 

for ‘‘Except in time of war declared by Congress, and 

under’’ and ‘‘rate of $150’’ for ‘‘lowest rate for hazard-

ous duty incentive pay specified in section 301(c)(1) of 

this title’’. 

1990—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–510 struck out subsec. 

(d) which read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary of Defense 

shall report to Congress by March 1 of each year on the 

administration of this section during the preceding cal-

endar year.’’ 

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–145 substituted ‘‘at the 

lowest rate for hazardous duty incentive pay specified 

in section 301(c)(1) of this title’’ for ‘‘at the rate of $65 

a month’’ in provisions preceding cl. (1). 

1983—Pub. L. 98–94, § 905(b)(1), inserted ‘‘or imminent 

danger’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 98–94, § 905(a), added cl. (4). 

1965—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–132 increased rate of spe-

cial pay from $55 to $65 a month. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Section 638(b) of Pub. L. 99–145 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendment made by this section [amending this sec-

tion] shall take effect on October 1, 1985.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Section 905(c) of Pub. L. 98–94 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by this section [amending this sec-

tion] shall take effect on October 1, 1983.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 89–132 effective Sept. 1, 1965, 

see section 10 of Pub. L. 89–132, set out as a note under 

section 203 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1963, see section 14 of Pub. L. 

88–132, set out as an Effective Date of 1963 Amendment 

note under section 201 of this title. 

TEMPORARY INCREASE IN SPECIAL PAY IN CONNECTION 

WITH PERSIAN GULF CONFLICT 

Pub. L. 102–25, title III, § 301, Apr. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 80, 

provided that: 

‘‘(a) INCREASED RATE.—In lieu of the rate of special 

pay specified in section 310(a) of title 37, United States 

Code, the rate of special pay payable under that section 

shall be $150 for each month during the period described 

in subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) PERIOD OF APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) shall 

apply during the period beginning on August 1, 1990, 

and ending on the first day of the first month begin-


